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HELD AT Bega Valley Commemorative Civic Centre 

Present  

Colin Dunn Alice Howe (BVSC) 

Chris Sparks Anthony McMahon (BVSC) 

Jenny Robb Cr Robyn Bain (BVSC) 

Felicity Gates Andrew Kirk (BVSC) on behalf of Ian Macfarlane 

Graham Carmody Jason Deller (BVSC) 

Francis Pearce Anne Cleverley (BVSC) 

Rosemary Oates John Grady (BVSC) 

 Laura Golding (BVSC) 

 Rebecca Hamilton (BVSC) 

1 Welcome and apologies 

That the apologies submitted by Ron Finneran, Nathan Johnston, John Reynolds, Michaela 

Pascolutti, Jennifer Russell, Keith Tull, Ian Macfarlane and Jonathon Pyke for their inability to 

attend the meeting be accepted.  

2 Confirmation of minutes 

That the minutes of the previous AIAC meeting held on 13 May 2019 be held over. Previous 

minutes to be re-circulated to the committee for adoption at the next meeting. 

3 Presentations to the Committee 

- Community Engagement Strategy (Rebecca Hamilton) 

Rebecca Hamilton highlighted to the committee Council’s work to date on developing a 

Community Engagement Strategy. Nearing formal exhibition, Rebecca seeked a discussion with 

the committee on what has worked well and what areas that Council could do better in order to 

assist in the drafting of the Strategy prior to formal exhibition stage. Rebecca advised the 

committee if they would like to provide further feedback to please contact her on 6499 2122 or 

via email rhamilton@begavalley.nsw.gov.au. There will also be an opportunity to make a 

submission during the public exhibition period. 

 

- Dementia Friendly Communities Presentation (Dr Annie Dullow)  

Dr Annie Dullow presented to the committee an informative session on Dementia Friendly 

Communities program in our region. Council is also implementing a Dementia Friendly project 

through our library network and preschools in Bega and Eden. This project is called the 

Intergenerational Community Activities project, which recognises the importance of people 

living with memory loss continuing to participate in activities they enjoy.  

If members would like Annie to facilitate a Dementia Friendly Communities session with their 

various groups/local communities or would be interested in being part of the Alliance please 

contact Annie sapphirecoastdementiaalliance@gmail.com The PowerPoint presentation Annie 

presented on the day will be circulated with these minutes. 

mailto:rhamilton@begavalley.nsw.gov.au
mailto:sapphirecoastdementiaalliance@gmail.com
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4 Review of Action Items & Outcomes Register 

Item No. 20/2019 – New Bermagui Shelter and skate park picnic table 

Previously it was identified that there is an accessibility requirement in the project checklist, 

which the Community Project assessment had not adequately considered Council is in the 

process of revising its Public Use of Land Policy and reinforcing the existing internal process in 

place to ensure accessibility is appropriately considered in future projects.  

John Grady noted an accessible table has been installed under the shelter. The pathway, 

however, will be difficult to get a reasonable grade. A revision of the Community Project 

Proposal form is underway, will enable better consideration for projects, referencing 

accessibility for better outcomes and improvements. This item is now closed. 

Item No. 18/2018 – Aboriginal people not being consulted about access issues 

Ron Finneran previously moved to support a representative from the AIAC to attend the next 

Koori Interagency Network meeting to raise the profile of the AIAC to aboriginal people in the 

Bega Valley Shire.  

Action: Francis Pearce to follow up and provide an update at the November meeting. 

Item No 13/2018 – Bega accessible parking 

Jason Deller advised the audit on all accessible public parking spaces have been carried out. In 

total there were x70 accessible spaces with x21 of those deemed compliant. The team are 

currently looking at ways to progress and complete further works needing to be assessed, 

striving for 1 in 50 to be of an accessible parking space. It was noted some towns have minimal 

spaces but are looking to expand these areas. 

Action:  Jason Deller to circulate a link to the committee before its next meeting to review and 

provide commentary/input on the ‘non-compliant’ spaces. Committee to report back at the 
November meeting. 

Item No 12/2018 – Good access is good for business 

This item now closed. 

Item No. 11/2018 – RMS Eden 

Cr. Bain had previously advised the owner of the building are the tenants and referred to the 

previous discussion into the audit of the amount of available accessible car spaces.  

Action: Cr. Bain to obtain an update regarding contacting the owner of the building and follow 

up on selecting another car park to be used and report back at the November meeting. 

Item No 7/2018 – Misuse of disabled parking stickers  

Alice Howe noted that Council will be briefed on progress with the current parking compliance 

trial on 14 August 2019. An update from the briefing will be provided at the November 

committee meeting  

Item No 12/2017 – Bunga Street, Bermagui 

Jason Deller advised the project is being scoped and will be funded in budget for this financial 

year. Preparation of the design is underway. Plans will be distributed to the AIAC when 

available, this is expected to be ready for the November meeting.  

Item No 18/2016 – Access to Club Sapphire 

Jason Deller advised this project is in this FY budget. Will provide a further update at the 

November meeting. 

 



Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Minutes – 05 August 2019 

 

3 | 4 

Item No 13/2016 – NSW Legislative Improvements in Access 

Chris Sparks noted the State Government is looking at removing funding at the end of this FY. 

This item is now closed 

5   New and other Business     

5.1 Access & Inclusion Advisory Committee Update requests  

Alice Howe provided the committee with the Operational Plan 2019/20 which listed a range of 

infrastructure projects carried out by BVSC. This included transport, sport and recreation, 

buildings and tourism related areas. 

New Action: Alice Howe to follow up on update for Aldi development and provide an update at 

the November meeting. 

New Action: Felicity Gates to follow up on an area for the Merimbula airport for guide dogs in 

relation to changes with Canberra and Sydney airports. 

New Action: Progress on projects of interest to the committee to be provided as these projects 

progress. 

5.2 Sub Committees reports and updates 

Business (Colin Dunn)  

To provide an update at the November meeting  

Community (John Reynolds)  

Old Bega Hospital Redevelopment – Moved to the November meeting 

Tourism (Jenny Robb)  
$8M funding has been received for the Light to Walk Strategy. An onsite meeting was recently 

had with the National Parks Area Manager Andrew Wall, Jenny Robb and Ron Finneran. To 

discuss the lack of accessibility to the toilets and campgrounds as well as the accessibility to the 

viewing platform at Boyds Tower. Jenny Robb noted the draft strategy submission is currently 

on exhibition.  Alice Howe advised that Council staff were preparing a submission on the draft 

strategy.  

 

Rosemary Oates along with the committee, congratulated Jenny Robb on her Silver Award for 

the Tourism Association.   

 

5.3 Major works/developments Projects Updates 

Tathra Everyone Can Play (John Grady) 

Now open! 

Rural Village Playground Upgrade (John Grady) 

Equipment has been ordered for ‘inclusive’ improvements, including better pathways, seating 
and rubber. 

Bermagui Inclusive PlaySpace concept development underway. 

Eden Inclusive PlaySpace consultation for locations in underway for the first step. 

Coastal Accessibility Plans (Destination for all projects) (John Grady) 

Bruce Steer Pool Amenities Upgrade includes an approx. 50m ramp to be installed into the 

water, ready for tender. 

Short Point design consultancy stage has been engaged. This has been awarded to 

Environmental Partners. 

Pambula Beach design is inhouse and progressing well. 
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Tathra Headland Walk and Viewing Platforms has construction works underway, aiming for 

completion in December 2019. 

Felicity Gates noted the Bega Park Amenities to have yellow paint under BBQ along with tactile 

warnings. 

 

Administration Building Foyer (Alice Howe)  

Alice Howe noted the renovations to take place in the BVSC main office foyer to reconfigure and 

relocate doors to enable accessibility for wheelchairs to access meeting rooms. 

Main Street Merimbula Pedestrian Crossing (Jason Deller)  

Jason Deller provided an update on the wombat and zebra pedestrian crossing in Main Street 

Merimbula. The committee supported the proposal to incorporate a grate with tactile strips at 

grade rather than dips on either side of the crossing. 

 

*All John Grady’s concept designs are located on the BVSC website under the ‘Major Projects’ 
page or alternatively on the link as below 

https://begavalley.nsw.gov.au/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC-HWQ-41-35-06  

5.4 AIAC Correspondence – to chair 

Colin Dunn conveyed his support for the proposed Mitches Jetty Access project (this 

correspondence was attached to email with Agenda) 

Michelle Richmond from Panboola advised they were unable to commence works on the project 

and returned the funds totalling $3,696.00 (this correspondence was attached to email with 

Agenda) 

5.5 AIAC Correspondence – from chair 

Jason Apps made contact to thank the AIAC for the invitation to attend a committee meeting. 

He advised he was living on the Gold Coast QLD over the winter period, returning to the Bega 

Valley around Christmas time. Jason would be happy to attend the AIAC meeting in February 

2020, an invitation to be circulated in the new year.  

5.6 Access Improvement Grants 

Grants awarded (Alice Howe) 

A request for extension granted to 30 August 2019 for St Georges Uniting Church – Accessible 

bathroom upgrade was accepted by the Committee. 

Potoroo Palace 2018 grant due January 2020 and is currently in progress. 

 Recommendations of AIG subcommittee (Alice Howe) 

Five applications were received for the 2019 Access Improvement Grants from Bemboka Lions 

Club, Cobargo School of Arts Hall Committee, On the Perch Bird Park x2 and the Bega 

Showground. 

The following motion moved to support; 

A:  recommends to Council that all five grant applications, totalling $14,795 be approved  

B: recommends to Council that an additional grant round be run in 2019-20 to disperse 

remaining grant funds of $10,000 

C: identifies marketing options to attract a higher number of grant applications 

Moved: Jenny Robb 

Seconded: Rosemary Oates 

 

Meeting closed 12:52pm 

https://begavalley.nsw.gov.au/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC-HWQ-41-35-06

