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HELD AT BVSC Chambers 

Present 
  

Cr. Michael Britten (Chair)  
Russell Fitzpatrick – Pambula 

Sporting Complex 

 

Gail Cummins - Pambula Sporting 

Complex 

 

Alan Simpson – Berrambool Kim Martyn – Berrambool 

 

Gerard Nash – Dickinson Oval 

 

Peter Fazey – Dickinson Oval 
Martin Sims – George Griffin 

Oval 

Garry Ahkin – Bega Recreation 

Ground 

 

Mike Sheppard – George Brown 

Oval 

 

Zip Summerell – Wolumla 

Recreation Ground 
Peter Russell – Barclay Street  

Leanne Barnes (BVSC) 

General Manager 

 

 

John Grady (BVSC) 

Manager, Leisure & Recreation 

 

 

Justin Welsford (BVSC) 

Leisure & Recreation 

Coordinator 

 

 

1. Apologies 
John Dedman  -  Bega Recreation Ground 

Greg Barrett  - Wolumla Recreation Ground 

Tully Symonds  -  Barclay Street 

Cr Tony Allen   
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2. Confirmation of Minutes – August Meeting 
Moved  -  Alan Simpson  Seconded  -  Kim Martyn 
 

3. Update of Actions - June Meeting 
Overview of works undertaken in response to actions identified in the August 31 meeting notes: 

Action Council’s Environmental Health Coordinator Greg O’Donnell to visit all sporting facilities, meet 
with the various committee representatives and erect appropriate smoking signage. This is yet to 

occur due to Greg still waiting on the appropriate signage to arrive. 

Action Following a motion carried at the August 31 meeting requesting Sportsgrounds be exempt 

from DA requirements in regards to fixed advertising signage, Council’s Manager of Leisure and 

Recreation John Grady was to take the resolution to the planning department for consideration. 

Initial discussions with the planning department have ascertained that there is broad support for this. 

Discussions will continue between departments with a joint proposal to be developed for Council 

consideration.     

Action Following approval being given for the newly developed sportsground booking forms to be 

distributed and used they have been published on Council’s website and distributed to all 
committees by email. The forms are in use however Council’s Leisure and Recreation Coordinator 
Justin Welsford did express his concern that only a very limited number had been sent in by clubs. 

Action In the interests of the timely establishment of Facility Management Plans for each site Council 

staff were to populate the task summary sheets. The summary sheets have been further developed 

and populated and the draft FMPs sent out to the committees for comment. (See agenda item 6).  

Action Following discussions around the state of many playing surfaces it was resolved that Council 

staff would contact Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club superintendent Pat Wilson around the prospect of 

engaging his services to inspect the fields. Council’s Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin 

Welsford met and spoke with Pat on numerous occasions. During these conversations Pat gave many 

suggestions and passed on a great deal of knowledge however he isn’t in a position to undertake a 
formal review of all the grounds. (See agenda item 7). 

Action Council’s Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin Welsford to work with the committees as 
they establish their ‘Friends Of’ accounts for incidental expenses. All accounts are now established 
and being used by the committees.    

Action Council’s Manager of Leisure and Recreation John Grady to explore the potential of installing 

bags at Berrambool to encourage pet owners to pick up after their animals. Berrambool was not 

listed in off-leash procedure recently released but the issue remains and as such a request in to be 

made of the rangers to increase patrols in the area. 

Action An inventory list to be attained from procurement and distributed to the committees so they 

can most efficiently replenish required items. Council’s Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin 

Welsford has this list now and advised that it will be most effective for larger seasonal purchases. The 

inventory list is attached to these meeting notes.   

 

4. Master Planning Projects – Bega & Pambula (update) 
Council’s Manager of Leisure and Recreation John Grady presented the draft master plans to the 

meeting, explaining that they were adopted for exhibition at the previous week’s Council meeting. 
There was quite a deal of conversation around the major components of the plans in particular with 

the proposed indoor centre in Bega and development of the southern space at Pambula discussed in 

detail. 

John explained that the plans would be on exhibition until February 2 with the intention being that a 

broad cross-section of the community would make comment and provide feedback. 

Once finalised the plans will provide the basis for the staged development of the sites and allow 

council to pursue funding streams from the higher levels of government.   

Action Workshops to be held on December 9 and 10 by Scott from Ross Planning and the plans to be 

distributed and promoted broadly throughout the exhibition period.  
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5. Sportsgrounds Booking Forms and Procedures (website) 
Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin Welsford informed the meeting that the adopted 

sportsground booking forms were now available on Council’s website for use. Some clubs and groups 
had completed their forms however it was still an issue that many others still weren’t using these. 
Action Justin to contact the schools and clubs, with the assistance of the sportsground committees, 

to encourage the use of the forms. 

 

6. Facility Management Plans 
Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin Welsford informed the meeting that the facility 

Management Plan task summary sheets had been completed and the Draft Facility Management 

Plans completed for each site with a committee in place. 

Council staff informed the meeting how these documents related to the previously adopted Asset 

Management Plan Parks and Recreation 2015 and would provide the framework for the ongoing 

management of each site into the future. 

Justin Welsford also stressed that the plans were drafts and council was seeking feedback from all 

delegates to ensure clarity and efficiency would be maximised. 

Alan Simpson commented that he feels the maintenance of trees should be included in the final 

documents – the meeting agreed with this. 

Russell Fitzpatrick spoke about mowing in particular and suggested it might be time council takes on 

more of the day to day tasks (mowing was an example given) to best ensure consistency across sites. 

Action Sportsground committees to go through their individual plans and provide feedback in 

addition to aspirational capital works to Justin Welsford prior to Christmas with adjustments and 

additions to be made and documents finalised in the first weeks of January 2016. 

 

7. Projects and Works Update 
 Ovals Inspection Program 

On the back of the motion passed at the previous meeting, Council’s Leisure and Recreation 
Coordinator Justin Welsford had numerous conversations with Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club 

superintendent Pat Wilson on the state of the fields and putting an inspection and ongoing plan of 

works in place. With Pat unable to undertake the work himself, the decision was made within the 

Leisure and Recreation department to put the ovals inspection work out to tender.   

Eight companies submitted tenders with community representative Ged Nash (Dickinson Oval) 

involved in the decision making process. Ag Enviro was the successful tenderer and will commence 

the work early in the New Year. 

Action Council’s Recreation Assets Officer John Turville to establish a timetable with Ag Enviro to 
ensure the report is ready for the next S355 meeting on February 29. Leisure and Recreation 

Coordinator Justin Welsford to keep the committees updated on progress and arrange meetings 

between Ag Enviro and the committees during the inspection phase of the project. 

  Ovals Specification Development 

Council staff informed the meeting that Recreation Assets Officer was preparing specification 

documents for sports fields (among others) in a further effort to promote and improve consistency 

across the Shire. These remain draft documents and once finalised they will be distributed to the 

sportsground committees. 

Action Specifications to be completed and distributed. 
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8. Well-Being Survey for Rural and Regional Australia 
Council General Manager Leanne Barnes gave the meeting an overview of the Regional Well-Being 

Survey conducted by the University of Canberra. Delegates were encouraged to get involved and 

share the information with the broader community in an effort to have the most possible data 

collected. 

 

9. Standing Business 
9.1  Workplace Health & Safety - Nil 

9.2 Operations and maintenance - Nil 

9.3 Finance and Accounts – Council’s Leisure and Recreation Coordinator Justin Welsford reminded 

delegates to forward invoices for payment ASAP to ensure prompt processing.  

9.4 Reporting and information  -  Nil 

 

10. New Business 
Mike Sheppard informed the meeting that applications were open for the 2015 Volunteer Grants. 

Action Justin Welsford to distribute the information and links for these. 

Alan Simpson requested assistance from Council in getting marking equipment for the upcoming 

Merimbula Gift. 

Action Justin Welsford to contact Council’s Urban Maintenance & Public Spaces Coordinator Cliff 

Shipton requesting Council supplies the required equipment and assistance to the Berrambool 

committee. 

Alan Simpson informed the meeting that a sprinkler head at Berrambool had been broken and 

needed repair. 

Action Justin Welsford to contact Council’s Urban Maintenance & Public Spaces Coordinator Cliff 

Shipton requesting staff inspect the damage and make arrangements for repair. 

 

11. Meeting Close 
7.03pm 

 

12. Next Meeting 
29 February 2016 
 


