
FOGO-friendly compostable products 
for your business or event

Did you know that our FOGO is hand sorted? The staff at the Merimbula Organics facility remove contamination 
by hand – it is time consuming and not to mention, unpleasant! 
It is big task to help people understand what can and can’t go into FOGO. To make it even more challenging for the 
community, there is a lot of confusing and misleading terminology around sustainable products and packaging. 
We have prepared this guide as a starting point to help businesses, event managers and event stallholders source 
products that are suitable to go into FOGO. 

Fact Sheet #4
Choosing 
FOGO-friendly products

COMPOSTABLE
Not all compostable products are equal. For a product 
to go through our FOGO composting process 
successfully and come out as a high quality product to 
sell back to the community and to use on our parks and 
gardens, it needs to decompose into small enough 
pieces within a certain time frame. In addition, our 
compost needs to meet specific quality criteria relating 
to ecotoxicity and other specifications. 

PLASTICS AND BIOPLASTICS
Plastic contamination is one of the biggest problems we 
have when making our compost. 
But what about bioplastics? The term bioplastics 
includes a range of materials derived from renewable 
natural sources such as plant-based starch,            
sugarcane or cellulose. These products usually                          
look like plastic and some can go into FOGO. 
A bioplastic product you may see a lot 
of is PLA. 

waste
wise

food waste | serviettes
pizza boxes | tissues | tea bags
compostable/bamboo cutlery 
& food containers

   NO 
PLASTIC

FOGO

We always say, 
no plastic 

in your 
FOGO bin!



The takeaway coffee cups, including lids, at 
Wild Rye’s in Pambula can go into FOGO.

Call (02) 6499 2222   Visit www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/waste
Follow our  Facebook page @BegaValleyWasteandRecycling
Printed on 100% recycled paper

Stockists of FOGO friendly products
The market for sustainable packaging and products is growing rapidly. The stockists that we know of 
who sell suitable products are: 

 > Biopak          > Vegware          > Compost-A-Pak           > Green Mark

However, not all the products from these stockists are suitable for 
FOGO so you will still need to look for the certification when selecting. 
Yes, we know it’s confusing! If you’re still unsure, please don’t hesitate 
to contact our waste and recycling team to check on suitable products.

CHOOSING BIOPLASTIC AND PLA THAT CAN GO 
INTO FOGO
The only way we can cut through all the marketing jargon 
and be sure a bioplastic or PLA plastic product can go in the 
FOGO bin is to check it has been certified with one of these:

OTHER COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS
100% Bamboo, Cardboard, Wood or Paper Products such as 
serviettes, bamboo cutlery and cardboard produce trays can 
all go in the FOGO bin. But please look out for products that 
have plastic coatings such as coffee cups and ‘paper’ straws 
and plates. If they do, they will need the above certification 
to ensure they are OK for composting.

1. Commercially Compostable
 Australia Standard compostable AS4736

2. Home compostable 
 Home Composting Australian Standard AS 5810-2010

Please 
let us know if you 

know of other stockists    
or if you are one! 
We’d love to hear 

from you! 


